


Kim, Vietnamese, 9 years old 

Wants to honor her father, a farmer whom she has 

never known, on the 10th anniversary of his death.  

Early one cold April morning, she takes a thermos 

full of water, a spoon, and six dried lima beans to the 

rat infested, trash filled lot half a block from her 

house and begins to dig. 









Tio Juan, Guatemalan 

Once a farmer, he immigrated to Cleveland  with his 
sister’s family. Unable to speak Spanish or English, 

he depends on others to take care of him. 

One day while out walking he comes across several 
people in a vacant lot working in a garden. Excited at 
the prospect of having something to do, he talks to his 
sister and asks her to pick up some seeds for him.  He 

feels much more useful working in the garden. 



Leona, African American, 
Middle Aged 

A mother of two high schoolers. 
One afternoon while walking home from the 

market, she comes across several people planting 
a garden in a trash filled vacant lot near her home.  

While she wishes to grow goldenrod in her own 
garden plot, so she can make tea like her 

grandmother used to, she knows that in order to 
get anything done, somebody will have to get rid 
of the trash.  After this realization she goes on a 

crusade to rid the lot of its trash.   







Sae Young, Korean, Middle Aged 
After immigrating to Cleveland with her 

husband, the owner of a dry cleaning business. 
She is forced to take care of the business alone 
after he dies of a heart attack at the age of 37. 

After a violent robbery, she goes into hiding 
and has a hard time trusting strangers. 

The garden becomes a way for her to reconnect 
with the world, and gives her a feeling that she 

has regained a family. 











Amir, Indian 
After immigrating to Cleveland almost 20 

previous, Amir still does not know anything about 
his neighbors other than what he has guessed 

about them through stereotypes.  
After planting vegetables in the garden, Amir is 

finally beginning to feel a sense of community. 



Florence, African American 
A woman with a long family history that 

she is proud of. Although Florence has no 
garden plot, through observation she 
feels she is an important part of the 

garden community, and makes poignant 
observations about the sadness of winter, 

and the promise of a new spring. 
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